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The voice from the minaret
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Always Mullah Nasr - ed - Din was happy to climb the
spiral staircase to the little roofed balcony that ringed
the top of the small minaret of his village mosque.
Always he liked the sound of his own voice calling the
villagers to kneel in prayer, touching foreheads to the
ground wherever they were - at sunrise, at midday,
at sunset.

One day, when Mullah Nasr - ed - Din gave the call
to prayer from the minaret, he was more than usually
pleased with the music of his voice. As he chanted,
he gazed out over the rounded mud roofs of the
village homes, over the wheat and cotton fields that
surrounded the village, over the barren plain that
spread in all directions beyond the irrigated fields. He
saw the grey mountains that rose in a huge circle at
the edge of the plain. He thought of the plateaux
beyond the mountains. He smiled as he chanted,
thinking of his voice carrying on and on in ever -
widening waves of sound.The more he thought of this,
the louder he chanted;

“There is no god but Allah
And Muhammad is his prophet.”

The minute he had called the last note, he ran down
the minaret's curving stairway, two steps at a
time.Rea ching the bottom step, he slipped his feet
into his worn shoes with their up - pointing toes and
their down - folded heels. He ran out of the minaret
door without stopping to close it. His long coat blew
straight behind him as he ran through the village. He
headed out into the open country of irrigated fields,
barren plain, high mountains and plateaux beyond
them. He must find the answer to the question that
had come to him in the minaret. He ran so fast that
farmers leaned on the hoes to watch him.Children
playing in the water - ditches stopped their splashing
to shout after him. Women dropped their veils the
better to stare at him. A train of loaded camels looked
disdainfully down their proud noses at him. Sheep
grazing near the road ran away in fright, their fat tails
bobbing. A family riding side by side on donkey - back
made a single file to let him pass.

“Where are you going in such a hurry?” called the
father of the riding family. But the Mullah ran so fast
that his answer was swallowed by the wind before it
could be heard.

As the Mullah ran, he met Mustapha riding his horse
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from work in his own apricot orchard.The farmer
turned his horse and rode along beside the Mullah.
“Where are you hurrying?” asked Mustapha.

“My voice - from the minaret - was very good — to -
day,” panted the Mullah.

“Of course,” his friend agreed good - naturedly. But
where are you going now in such a rush?”

And the Mullah answered without slowing his pace,
‘I am running - to find out - how far - my voice —
carried!”
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Beauty is not burnt

| saw a so lovely peasant girl in there,
While spreading her apron for a prayer,

| said “Darling! Your face is worth;
Heaven’s gardens far from the earth,

Do you really think that it is true?

Great God being so cruel to burn you too?!

Poem By : Hémn
Translated By: Saeed Salimi Babamiri
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